2	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
however, scholars have begun to explore more fully and
justly the remoter causes of the War. In each of these
phases there has been a change in the angle from which the
question has been approached. At first, during the War,
writers sought to fix the "guilt" for having caused this un-
paralleled "crime" upon a few single individuals—chiefly
the Kaiser, the Pan-Germanists, and the Austrian and
German militarists. Then, with the publication of more
complete documents which began in 1919, it was seen that
the Entente thesis of the sole responsibility of Germany
and her allies was no longer tenable, and writers who de-
manded a "revision" of the Treaty of Versailles tended to
go to the other extreme of fixing the "guilt" upon Entente
leaders—MM. Izvolski, Poincare, Sazonov, and even upon
Sir Edward Grey. Finally, with the growing realization
that all the Powers were more or less responsible, and with
the increased attention which came to be given to the under-
lying causes of the War, more judiciously and historically
rainded perso/ts were less inclined to accept the easy solution
of explaining the War on the scapegoat or personal devil
theory—that is, of the "guilt" of this or that individual1
They feU back on the truer explanation that the War was
caused by the system of international anarchy involved in
alliances, armaments, and secret diplomacy.2 But, after
all, the "system" was worked by individuals; their personal
acts built it up and caused it to explode in 1914. In the
discussion of the future, it will be the work of the historian
to explain the political, economic, and psychological mo-
tives which caused these individuals to act as they did. He
will also cease to talk about "war guilt," since no person in
authority was guilty of deliberately working to bring about
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